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tinction between enemies who are subjects of a foreign 
government, and are therefore called "alien enemles," and 
those who are denizens and subjects of the United States, 
and being engaged in civil war, are called "public ene
mies." 

An alien owes no allegiance or obedience to our 
government, or to our constitution, laws, or proclama. 
tions. A citizen subject is bound to obey them all. In 
refusing such obedience, he is guilty of crime against 
his country, and finds in the law of nations no justifi
cation for disobedience. An alien, being under no 
such obligation, is justified in refusing such obedience. 
Over an alien enemy, our government can make no 
constitution, law, or proclamation of obliga~ry force, 
because our laws bind only our own subjects, and have 
no extra-territorial jurisdiction. 

Over citizens who nre subjects of this government, 
even if they have so far repudiated their duties as to 
become enemies, our constitution, statutes, and procla
tions are the supreme law of the land. The fact that 
their enforcement is resisted does not make them void. 
It is not in the power of armed subjects of the Union 
to repeal or legally nullify our constitution, laws, or 
other governmental acts. 

The proclamation {)f the President, issued during the 
present rebellion, in executing the powers conferred on 
him by the Constitution ; the Acts of Congress, in exe
cuting its powers ; and the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, are all, in one respect, "like 
the Pope's bull against the comet;" the proclamation, 
the laws, and the decisions are alike resisted and spurned 
by our adversaries; neither can be enforced until the 
enemy is overthrown. But when the soldiers of the 
Union shall have routed and dispersed the last armed 
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